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TRAVIS PIKE’S ODD TALES AND WONDERS
1964-1974: A DECADE OF PERFORMANCE by
Travis Pike (Otherworld Cottage Industries;
2013; 227 pages)

UT readers may know Travis Pike for his great
1968 single “If I Didn’t Love You Girl,” recorded
with Travis Pike’s Tea Party and later included on
the Tougher Than Stains compilation. Prior to
that, Pike had appeared in the 1966 movie Feelin’
Good, a print of which he recently restored
and uploaded to
YouTube causing
much joy among
‘60s rock ‘n’ roll
enthusiasts. Earlier
still he had enjoyed
some success on
the club scene in
Germany.
Pike
is interviewed in
some depth by
Harvey Kubernik
in this issue, but for
those wanting more
info on his colorful life (specifically the period
1964-1974), this fascinating autobiography/
work portfolio goes deeper still.
Pike is an engaging storyteller with a sharp
memory for detail. The first half of Odd Tales
and Wonders details Pike’s life through 1974.
Pike’s father, James A. Pike, was a film producer
and director and worked at WNAC-TV in
Boston, so Travis was exposed to film work at an
early age. By the time he’d left high school, he’d
drafted his first screenplay (for a feature-length
cartoon), worked on the animation for several
TV toy commercials, written numerous short
stories, and performed with his first garage
band. Some of Pike’s early short stories, poems
and illustrations are included in the book.
A stint in the US Navy took Travis to
Germany, where he moonlighted as “Teddy: die
Twistsensation aus USA” until he was sidelined
by a serious car accident. It was in his hospital
bed back in the States that Pike first began
writing songs, turning out literally hundreds
over the next few years in a variety of styles, from
rock ‘n’ roll to pop, folk, country and novelty

numbers such as “The Red Backed, Scaly, BlackBellied, Tusked, Bat-Winged Dragon”—the title
song for the afore-mentioned animated feature
which he continued to hone and embellish.
After appearing in Feelin’ Good, Pike hit the
Boston coffeehouse scene, performing mostly
his original music, and then formed a band,
Travis Pike & the Boston Massacre, which
eventually became Travis Pike’s Tea Party. The
band made some noise on the local scene at
clubs like the Psychedelic Supermarket and the
Unicorn Coffeehouse, cut some demos, and
memorably rejected an opportunity to record
“Green Tambourine,” which was then passed
on to the Lemon Pipers. The Tea Party were
initially lumped in with Alan Lorber’s infamous
“Boston Sound” marketing campaign, but when
promotion for the “If I Didn’t Love You Girl”
single was botched, they wound up relocating
to Los Angeles where they broke up before the
decade ended.
In the early ‘70’s, Pike shifted his focus towards
the movie business, working as a composer,
author, editor and screenwriter. In 1974, “End of
Summer,” one of the songs he’d written back in
the Naval Hospital in the mid-’60s, was used as
the theme for an acclaimed documentary about
the Robert Kennedy assassination, The Second
Gun. His other projects during this era included
Changeling, which he describes as “an original
progressive rock musical.”
Between 1964 and 1974, Pike amassed an
impressive catalog of songs, many of which went
unrecorded until decades later. In recent years,
Travis and his brother Adam set about recording
many of these songs for a series of self-released
CDs. Travis Edward Pike’s Tea Party Snack
Platter will be of most interest to UT readers as
it features 11 new recordings of songs from the
1967-1968 repertoire
of Travis Pike’s Tea
Party,
including
a solid remake of
“If I Didn’t Love
You Girl.”
Feelin’
Better includes new
versions of seven
songs from the

Feelin’ Good movie,
along with some
new material. As
the title suggests,
Reconstructed
Coffeehouse Blues
revisits songs from
his ‘60s coffeehouse
repertoire,
including
“The
Red-Backed, Scaly, Black-Bellied, Tusked, BatWinged Dragon,” which also crops up on Stories
in Song, which, along with its companion CD
Stories in Rhyme, explores some of the storybased rhymes and novelty songs Pike wrote in
the ‘60’s and early ‘70’s. The lyrics, along with
various background notes are featured in the
second half of the Odd Tales and Wonders book.
Pike’s prolific catalog extends to several other
CDs: Morningstone is a progressive rock musical
that grew out of his 1974 Changeling property;
Grumpuss is a 2-CD fantasy told entirely in
rhyme, inspired by Lewsi Carroll and J.R.R.
Tolkien; and Outside the Box gathers various
stray tracks, some first conceived in the ‘70s and
‘80s, including “Psychedelic Meltdown,” which
started out as part of Changeling.
Last but not least, Pike has issued a DVD of
his father’s “crash action featurette” Demo
Derby, filmed in Boston in 1963 and screened
in theaters nationwide the following year as
the opening feature for A Hard Day’s Night.
“Filmed in New England, USA,” it’s a 30 minute
documentary about Boston’s demolition derby
scene—its drivers, cars and fans—with a terrific,
rockin’ title number written by Travis Pike and
Arthur Korb, and performed by The Rondels.
Bonus features include
a 10-minute interview
with Pike’s father
about the making of
the film, as well as
the original theatrical
trailer. Previews and
ordering information
are posted at Pike’s
Otherworld Cottage
website. (MS)

